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On Nov. 10, Bolivian Defense Minister Fernando Revollo announced that the government had
requested an additional $25 million from Washington for use by the armed forces in the country's
drug eradiction and trafficking control program. The request, said Revollo, was in addition to the
"regular" $5 million from the US earmarked for the Bolivian military. The minister said the US will
send a military technical group to Bolivia. He added that the military personnel would not direct
military actions, but rather "civilian activities." Congressional sources told reporters that the US
military advisers were expected in January. Revollo stated that the government's $25 million request
was presented to US Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Robert T. Harris, who recently visited La Paz to
request authorization from the Bolivian congress for the entry of US troops. According to Revollo,
Harris was the highest-ranking US officer to have ever visited Bolivia. The Bolivian congress is
expected to approve the measure in sessions later this month. US troops participated in military
maneuvers with Bolivian soldiers in 1986 and 1987. A US military contingent also arrived in Bolivia
in 1986 to assist in anti-drug programs. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 11/10/88)
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